To….

International Pension Centre, 

Tyne View Park, 

Whitley Road. 

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE98 1BA.

Or.

Winter Fuel Payment Centre,
Southgate House,

Cardiff Central, Royal Mail, Cardiff, CF91 1ZH

Dear Sir/Madam,

National Insurance No.  ****enter*****
Date of Birth *** enter***

Address  ****enter***

I am over 60 years of age and am resident in France.

I am here applying for payment of the Winter Fuel Payment.

To this time the UK Government has refused payment to a resident in another EEA State unless one had received the WFP before taking up residence in another EEA State.

Recently legal investigation under the auspices of the Spanish Association for Expatriates  has shown that this  position is illegal under EU law (Regulation 1408/71 Article 10 and see also Article 17a).   Under these regulations  the UK is the relevant State for payment of  such old age risk benefits  to all elderly British citizens within the EEA  who have not been employed and therefore have not contributed to the to the Social Security System in the State where they are resident.

The history and legal argument is spelled out in the following reference:-

 http://lefourquet.net/BlogDBWFP03-10.doc
My residential history:

I took up residence in France in …………………  

(Explain here why you do not receive the WFP:  Possibly…

1. You arrived before 1998 at the age of more than 60, which was before the WFP was devised.  Under the EU regulations you are entitled to have received this payment.

2. You  have lived in France and have never had any  employment or occupation there.

3. You became 60 years of age in ****  after you left the UK.

4. You were  60 years of age before before leaving the UK in ****, but did not receive the WFP because the UK had not at that time before December 1999 admitted to the legal necessity of equalising the payment to both sexes.
And of course add anything else relevant – but keep to the point.

I also claim arrears of the WFP back to (1998 or the year of my first residence – or date when aged 60 as appropriate).
Finish with the usual pleasantries e.g  I await a favourable response from you.

Signed.
