Progress Report (June 2010 – 10,000 visits)
On benefit payments. Under pressure from other groups (The Spanish Expatriates Association and the DLA petitioners in France, and the work of Roger Gale MP), the UK Government is now paying some of these as long as they have been received by the pensioner in the UK.  They are also making back payments to October 2007 where payments have lapsed.    This is not enough.  Some disabled pensioners left the UK long ago and still will not receive arrears in full. 

One must remember that all pensioners in receipt of an E121 have, as their ‘competent State’ for support of their health care, the UK NHS.  This support is, under EU law, for life… it has significance for all age related support and health.  But the UK Government does not comprehend the significance.
The Winter Fuel Payment.   David Burrage of the Spanish Association has clearly demonstrated the legal position.  Some change in this situation must come about soon.   It could be that it becomes a taxable cash benefit payable with the OAP, but received by all pensioners. 

The more pensioners who write and claim, the more pressure is placed on the officers of the Civil Service to get the situation redressed by the politicians who direct the Service.  It is necessary that the EU law is expressly stated in writing to the Civil Service.
The Double Taxation problems.

The petition to the EU stills awaits development, but it will come.  I have had three assurances in courteous terms (over 12 months) from a senior Civil Servant in London that I will receive a reply from that direction.  It means that my argument is being considered with some seriousness.    
Health costs.   This important issue for French residents has been raised in two Whitehall departments.  My MP, Mark Harper has forwarded it on to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and I have sent it to the Department of Health.  Since it could result in considerable savings by the UK  (and by all British pensioners in France) we may get somewhere.  Mr Harper is now a cabinet minister and cannot comment personally.
Banks.  The obdurateness of the British banks in not opening accounts on-shore for expatriate pensioners  is unjust.   This matter sits waiting for a future fight.  Its solution probably lies with the establishment of adequate political representation who would take up this and all such matters on our behalf…….
Political Representation.   One might be encouraged by a remark from my own representative in Westminster – the said Mark Harper MP- that he read my proposals on a ‘minister for the expatriates’ with interest.  Let us not hang much hope on that slender thread.  But if such a minister existed much might be achieved. [You could write to your MP.] Francis Maude MP has in the past, also indicated support.
Exchange Rates.   I doubt if much at all will be achieved here.  There is no pressure from a legal stance that one can use.  We have to pray that the new Coalition and the new Chancellor can so strengthen the UK economy that the £ itself in turn becomes strong.  Euro-land is in a mess.  But in the long run, how can one have an ‘economic union’ without a monetary union?  E121 Pensioners have an income derived from one currency and live in a world with another.   Businesses across the UK/Europe divide cannot easily budget for their trade and this is what runs the economy.  Stability with controls on the fiscal policies of the European nations must eventually be achieved, or else all euro-land falls apart.  
Comments such as ‘we were sensible not to join the Euro’, sound hollow when the UK ‘structural deficit’ is in fact greater than that of Greece.

What you can do…

You should attract attention in Westminster (your MPs) to the blog [your note can be very short and to the point!] and to get as many as possible to read and support its principle efforts.  Numbers of supporters are important.
